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Between the Global and the National: Confucian Revival and the Hybrid Curriculum Narratives in
Contemporary China

REE

PR

Confucianism, de-legitimized as “old knowledge” during the Cultural Revolution, has been largely
revived in public and educational sphere today. As China continues to grow economically and looks inward to
take stock from its own cultural heritage, Confucian teachings has re-entered the social, political, and
educational milieu in the past two decades. At the same time, Confucianism is increasingly depicted as a
hindrance to Chinese educational innovation, with the emphasis on testing, memorization, teacher authority,
and student obedience. In 2001, the Ministry of Education implemented the New Curriculum Reform to
revamp the exam-oriented educational system into one valuing individual talents, creative experience,
diversity of expressions, and child-centered learning approach. What is apparent is that the reform guidelines,
drafted by John Dewey’s Chinese proponents, show strong alignment with pragmatist educational philosophies
while critical of the Confucian aspects of learning. In line with the progressive values that uphold
constructivism, child-centeredness, and experiential pedagogies, China’s recent curriculum reform calls for
creative and democratic classroom environment to prepare children for a modern and global future.

At the same time as China looks outwards at its global counterparts (especially North America) to
recalibrate its much-contested educational practices, a strong emphasis on cultural heritage and traditional
morality is also palpable in Chinese curriculum policies. In 2004, a document titled Implementation Outlines for
Educating Chinese National Spirit in Primary and Secondary Schools was co-issued by the Central Committee of
the Chinese Communist Party and the Ministry of Education to promote “Chinese National Spirit” in schools. In
2014, the Ministry of Education further launched the Qutline for Improving Education of Superior Traditional
Chinese Culture to boost China’s soft power through promoting cultural continuity. Indispensable to the
“national spirit,” Confucian teaching and values have a firm place in Chinese education, even if it has been out
rightly criticized. This paper examines the hybrid curriculum narratives that have emerged in China where
global tendencies and national heritage, tradition and modernity manage to co-author its educational future.
Specifically, this paper aims to investigate (1) how policies and practices in the Confucian revival movement
reveal complex meaning-making of educational agents (including teachers, students, and parents); (2) what
role the state, the market, and the civil society play in shaping the different curriculum discourses; (3) how the
national and the global are intertwined in Chinese curriculum developments.
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The Meaning of Pedagogy in Learning to Teach: The Professional Development of Pre-service
Teachers in the New Senior Secondary School Curriculum Change

PR
FHE

Since 2009, Hong Kong senior school curriculum has been experiencing a shift in teaching and learning
which was intended to change the current practice from traditional content-based to generic-skill oriented
ones. The challenge for teachers, as highlighted by the Curriculum Development Council (2009), is that
"teachers will need to have a wide repertoire of pedagogical strategies to cater for different learning intentions,
individual students' needs and learning environments", "apply a pedagogy, old or new, that engages students,
supports them to develop thinking and problem-solving skills and enables them to develop life-long learning
skills", and "align assessment practice with curriculum change and recognize the wider achievements and
abilities of students". In order to understand how beginning teachers perceive this new meaning of pedagogical
shift and how they put the concept into practice, the study used case studies to explore the perceptions and
actions of pre-service teachers through semi-structured interviews and classroom observations. The results
collected were analyzed through the lens of teachers' professional development as highlighted in the literature
(Darling-Hammond, 2005; Munby, Russell and Martin, 2001; Shulman and Shulman, 2004). It is expected that
the results would help search for teachers' knowledge base of teaching in the new era.

Keywords : Teachers’ Professional Development, Learning to Teach, Pedagogy, New Senior Secondary School
Curriculum Reform
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Implementation of Liberal Studies as core subject in Senior Secondary education: From transmission
of knowledge to nurturing critical thinking skills

R
TEHH 2

Hong Kong, a leading city of China, is a place with students having good examination results but being
regarded as incapable of thinking critically. In 2005, the Education Bureau decided to make Liberal Studies as a
core subject and aroused controversial debate. This change, proposing to use a core subject to nurture student
critical thinking skills, is a drastic curriculum change in this society.

This study, inquiring into the perceptions and practices of teachers teaching Liberal Studies, consists of two
research questions. First, how do teachers perceive the aims and nature of the core subject Liberal Studies in
the new curriculum? Second, how do they nurture the critical thinking habits of students in their classroom?
Qualitative study was conducted to investigate teachers’ perception and practices of critical thinking in Liberal
Studies. Both interview and documentary analysis are used in this study. First, the researcher interviewed five
Liberal Studies teachers, who were experienced in teaching Liberal Studies. Each teacher individually attended
the interview for about one hour. The researcher audio-recorded the conversation and transcribed word by
word. Second, in order to follow up with interviews, teachers were invited to provide supporting materials such
as teaching plan for further analysis.

The study showed that a positive side in this reform. Teachers with strong perceptions for nurturing
critical thinking skills of pupils were empathetic in teaching Liberal Studies. Teachers had initiated various
methods to provide students opportunities to reflect on thinking and learning, which were drastically differed
from traditional culture of Hong Kong. This study also showed that teachers’ perception of critical thinking skills
in Liberal Studies also influences their practices in teaching the discipline. However, with the traditional
pedagogical culture and examination bounded system, shifting from transmission of knowledge to nurturing
critical thinking skills has a long way to go.

Keywords : Critical thinking , curriculum reform , teacher perception
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