
Lesson Plan 
Student-Teacher 
Date: 15 Nov 2000 (Day 1 2:45-3:25 p.m.) 
Class: F.3C 
Topic: Causes of the Second World War -- The failure of the League of Nations. 

 
Aim:  
1) Understand the background of establishing the League of Nations (LN), 
2) Know the main aim of the LN,  

3) Analysis the problems (the events) facing the LN and its weaknesses / shortcomings, 
4) let students know Italy, Germany and Japan's attitudes towards the LN. 
 
Teaching-aid materials: 

1) cartoons / pictures  
 
Time 
spent 

Content Teacher & Student activities Teaching-aid 
materials 

1 min 1) Introduction: 
 
There was a peace-keeping 
organization, the League of 
Nations. 

Question & Answer 
Which policy adopted by the 
totalitarian states threatened 
peace? 
Why the western democratic 
states could do nothing to stop 
the aggression of the totalitarian 
states? 
Do you remember Was there  
any other force or organization 
in maintaining peace after the 
WWI? 

Textbook p.24 
 

Textbook p.40 &42 
 

Write the keywords 
on the blackboard 

 
2 mins 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2a)The background of the 
establishing the League of 
Nations 
 
2b)The aim of the LN  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Use timeline to show the 
establishment of the LN. 
 
Question & Answer: 
Who proposed this idea? 
When was it established? 
What was the main aim of the  
LN? 
League means group of people 
or countries combined for a 
particular purpose. There were 
41 founder members. Its 
headquarter was in Geneva in 
Switzerland.  

Draw the time-line 
 
Write the keywords 
on the blackboard 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
10 
mins 

 
 
2c)one of the weaknesses of the 
LN: 
The United States adopted the 
isolation policy  
 

 
 
Question & Answer: 
~President Wilson proposed the 
idea of the LN but 
Did the United States join the 
LN at last? Why? 
 
~Show the cartoon (Figure 1): 
Analysis the cartoon about the 
United States attitude towards 
the LN. 
~No, She adopted the isolation 
policy  
(MEANING: STAY AWAY 
FROM EUROPE) 

 
Observe the details 
of Cartoon (Figure 
1) 
 
 
Fill the time-line 

 
10 
mins 

3)Events facing the LN: 
 
 
 
3a)Aggression of Japan in 
China— The Manchuria Incident 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We take a look on whether the 
LN could fulfil or achieve its 
aim in the different events? 
 
~Show The Cartoon (Figure 2): 
Ask some basic information 
reflected in the cartoon and then 
teacher :  
Briefly describe the Manchuria 
Incident 
 
~Show the Cartoon (Figure 2) 
again: 
→ Japan ignored the Lytton 
Report and withdrew 
(MEANING: IGNORE THE 
SANCTION )from the LN. 
→ One of the weaknesses of the 
LN was the absence of 
peace-keeping force. 
(it can be reflected in the Figure 2) 

Fill the time-line 
 
 
 
Cartoon (Figure 2) 
 
Write the keywords 
on the blackboard 
 
 

 
6 mins 3b) The withdrawal of Germany 

from the LN and her attitude 
towards the LN 

Germany also withdrew from 
the LN in the same year (1933) 
 
Question and Answer: 
In figure 3, it reflected the 
attitude of the Nazi Party 
towards the LN from the 
Manchuria Incident. 
→ The LN could not stop their 
expansionist activities. 

Cartoons  
Figure 3 & 4 
 
 



 
 
According to figure 4 entitled 
"Geneva's Last chance", it 
reflected Germany thought that the 
LN could not put things right. 
Germany must leave The League 
and she would no longer attempt 
to fulfil the Treaty of Versailles.  
 

 
10 
mins 

3c) Aggression of Italy in 
Africa--occupied Abyssinia  

Show The Cartoon (Ask some 
basic information reflected in 
the cartoon) and then teacher :  
Briefly Describe the Abyssinia 
Incident 
 
Show the Cartoon again: 
→ The LN imposed the 
economic sanction against Italy 
(MEANING: All members 
should forbid any loans to Italy, 
Trade in war materials with Italy 
should cease and imports from 
Italy should be banned) 
 
→Britain and France did not fully 
apply the economic sanction 
→Italy withdrew the LN in 1937 
→ One of the weaknesses of the 
LN: Britain & France could not 
give full support to the League of 
Nations' peace-keeping activities. 
 

Cartoons 
 
Write the keywords 
on the blackboard 

 
1 min 4) Conclusion: 

The weaknesses of the LN failed 
to stop the aggression of the 
totalitarian states.  
 
It was one of the causes of the 
Second World War. 

Question and Answer: 
Did the LN fulfil or achieve its 
aim? 
 

Write the key point 
on the blackboard 

 
 5) Students activity: 

Give the suitable titles for the 
cartoons. 

Divide the classes into groups. 4 
students form a group. Each 
group is responsible to give a 
suitable title for one of the above 

 



cartoons. 
  
Students present their ideas  

 


