
Student-Teacher Name: Lau Kit Chi 

Date: 10 Nov, 2000 (Day 4 11:00-11:40a.m.) 
Class: F.2A 
Chapter 1 Renaissance  
Topic: Why did the Renaissance begin in Italy? 

 
Aim:  
1) Understand why did the Renaissance begin in Italy? 
2) Why did the people spend large sum of money on paintings, fine arts and goods, etc? 

 
Teaching-aid materials: 
1) map of Italy in the 14th century,  
2) map of the Crusades, 

3)pictures of Medici family   
Time 
spent 

Content Teacher & Student activities Teaching-aid 
materials 

5 mins 1) Revise the last lesson content 
and finish p.9 activity 

 

What were the causes of the 
Renaissance?  

Textbook p.9 

1 min 2) The Renaissance began in 
Italy.  

Ask students questions: 
~ Do you remember where did 
the Renaissance take place? 
*Europe 
~Can you find which state did 
the Renaissance firstly start? 
*Italy  
 

Textbook p.4 

8 mins 3) Why the renaissance began 
in Italy? 

 
 
 
a) The special position of the 
Italian city-states. 

The Renaissance did not start in 
the whole Europe at the same 
time. It first started in Italy in 
the 14th century. 
 
Ask students questions: 
Which system declined in the 
late Middle Ages?  
Feudalism declined in the late 
Middle Ages.  
 
Italy was made up of many 
independent city-states. 
Most of the Italians living in the 
city-states were freemen, and not 
serfs. They had great freedom 
and had more new ideas about 
art and learning. 

Write the key 
points on the 
blackboard. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Map of Italy in the 
14th century. 
 

5 mins b) Italy was on the trade route Ask students questions: Write the key 



Do you remember What was the 
main aim of the Crusades? 
They hoped to gain back the 
Holy Land. 
 
Italy was on the route to the 
Holy Land. The traders of the 
Italian city-states made a lot of 
money from the Crusades. 
 
They could pay good prices for 
fine art and paintings. 

points on the 
blackboard. 
 
 
 
 
Show the map of 
the Crusades 
 
 
 
 

5 mins c) Italy was the centre of art and 
learning in Roman times. 

Ask students questions to revise 
their memories: 
In the Renaissance, what kind of 
art and learning did the people 
interest in?  
The classic al things and the  
ancient Greco-Roman art and 
learning. 
 
Italy had more remains of 
ancient Roman art and learning. 

 
 
Write the key 
points on the 
blackboard. 

5 mins d) The fall of Constantinople in 
1453. 

Many scholars escaped to Italy 
when the Turks took 
Constantinople. 

Write the key 
points on the 
blackboard  
 
 

11 
mins 

Briefly introduce the Medici 
family in Florence. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Why the people spent large sum 
of money on pictures, books, 
and fine goods? 
 
*introduce the main feature of 
the Renaissance -- Humanism 
(Humanism will discuss deeply 
in next lesson) 

The Medici family spent large 
sums of money on pictures, 
books and fine goods. 
 
Many great artists and scholars 
such as Leonardo da Vinci were 
supported by the Medici family  
 
Do you spend large sum of 
money on pictures, books and 
fine goods? 
 
 
The rich people were not only 
showing off their wealth. The 
idea of Renaissance based on the 
human valves and the artistic 
works allowed the human beings 
to express their creativity.  
 

Show the pictures 
of the Medici 
family 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Worksheet for students activity: “Show off the wealth” 

If you were the rich people in Italy in the 14th century,  

how could you show off your wealth(炫耀財富)? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


