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A Level History  
World War One and Post-War Settlement (1914-1925) 

 
QUESTIONS: 
1. Where were the objectives of the peace-makers at the Paris Peace Conference in 

1919? To what extent were their objectives achieved? 
 Consider the aims of the Big Three:  

Britain Did not want to see Germany destroyed, but would like to seek 
compensation from Germany 

The US  Wilson’s 14 Points and the spread of democracy 
France  French security 

 
 Refer to the supplementary readings: Eric Hobsbawm, Age of Extremes—A 

History of the World 1914-1991, p. 31-32 (5 considerations of the victor powers) 
 

 To a smaller extent their objectives were achieved: 
Achieved Not achieved 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
NOTES: 
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2. How fair is the assessment that “The Treaty of Versailles created more problems 
than it solved”? 

 To a           extent the assessment is fair. 
 

Problems Created Problems Solved 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 Conclusion:  

                                                                             

                                                                            

                                                                                

                                                                             

                                                                             

                                                                               

 

3. “The Peace Treaties of 1919-20 were more successful at punishing the guilty than 

securing future peace.” How far do you agree with this judgment? 

 Thesis: The Peace Treaties neither successful at punishing the guilty nor securing 

future peace. 
 The Treaties failed to weaken Germany permanently, for Germany remained 

potentially Europe’s strongest state. 

Evidence:                                                                        

                                                                              

                                                                             

 The Treaties also failed to secure future peace, because                                       
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 Evidence:                                                                    

                                                                             

                                                                                  

 The League of Nation also failed to fulfill its role to settle international disputes 

(arbitrating) (supplementary reading: Stephen J. Lee, P.244) 

 Evidence:                                                                        

                                                                              

                                                                               
 
4. What were the effects of World War One on European society and economy? 

 
Social Effects Economic Effects 

Positive effects Negative effects 

  

 

Negative effects  

 

  

  

  

  
 
 

5. How far was the Versailles Settlement influenced by President Wilson’s Fourteen 
Points? 

 The terms of the Treaty of Versailles were heavily influenced by Wilson’s 14 
Points, but the idealism of the 14 Points was never fulfilled. 

 Idealism of the 14 Points—“the peace should contain ‘no annexation, no 
contributions, no punitive damages”.  

 Assess the relations of the 14 Points and the terms of the Versailles Settlement. 
(Refer to Lecture notes, p.5)  

 Conclusion: 
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A Level History  
World War One and Post-War Settlement (1914-1925) 

Suggested Answers 
QUESTIONS: 
1. Where were the objectives of the peace-makers at the Paris Peace Conference in 

1919? To what extent were their objectives achieved? 
 Consider the aims of the Big Three:  

Britain Did not want to see Germany destroyed, but would like to seek 
compensation from Germany 

The US  Wilson’s 14 Points and the spread of democracy 
France  French security 

 
 Refer to the supplementary readings: Eric Hobsbawm, Age of Extremes—A 

History of the World 1914-1991, p. 31-32 (5 considerations of the victor 
powers) 

 
 To a smaller extent their objectives were achieved: 

Achieved Not achieved 
The principle of self-determination 
(Independence of Czechoslovakia, 
Poland and Yugoslavia)  
 

To weaken Germany permanently 

 
 
 

To spread democracy to the Central and 
Eastern Europe 

 
 
 

The victor Powers failed to pacify the 
domestic discontent 

 
 
 

To avoid war in the future (The Treaty 
of Versailles was the foundation of 
WWII) 

 
NOTES: 
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2. How fair is the assessment that “The Treaty of Versailles created more problems 

than it solved”? 
 To a  larger    extent the assessment is fair. 

 
Problems Created Problems Solved 

The nationalities problems  
 
 

The Treaty of Versailles marked the 
triumph of nationalism in Central and 
Eastern Europe 

The relations among the Powers 
became tense (The French felt 
betrayed by the victor powers) 
 

Through the ministrations of the League 
and the actions of the U.S., there was 
less of earlier chaos and starvation. 

The Germans were resentful to the 
Treaty, and decided to seek revenge 
in the future 
 

 

 Conclusion:  

The above assessment to a larger extent is fair because the Treaty of 

Versailles failed to solve the post-war problems as well as the problems that 

existed before WWI. However, one should note that the Treaty of Versailles 

was not an unreasonable peace settlement as the victor powers had to face 

immense difficulties such as domestic discontents and economic depression in 

the post-war period.                                                           

 

3. “The Peace Treaties of 1919-20 were more successful at punishing the guilty than 

securing future peace.” How far do you agree with this judgment? 

 Thesis: The Peace Treaties neither successful at punishing the guilty nor 

securing future peace. 
 The Treaties failed to weaken Germany permanently, for Germany remained 

potentially Europe’s strongest state. 

Evidence: The German steel production by 1925 was twice that of Britain’s; 

Germany had only lost 13% of its pre-war territory and 10% of its population.                 

                                                                                 

 The Treaties also failed to secure future peace, because (1)Peace treaties 

failed to pacify the discontent of the public, and it also upset the Germans 

and Italians. In the 1920s and 30s, the problems became even worse because 

of the European economic problems faced by the Powers.(2) The 3 major 
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Powers—The US, Germany and USSR were not the members of the League. 

Yet the very essence of the League was the collective action of its members.                 

                                                                                

 The League of Nations also failed to fulfill its role to settle international 

disputes (arbitrating) (supplementary reading: Stephen J. Lee, P.244) 

 Evidence: (1) The League was too weak to prevent Japan from establishing the 

puppet state of Manchukuo, but just strong enough to invoke violent Japanese 

hostility. (2) The 1923 Corfu Crisis                                                         

                                                                              
 
4. What were the effects of World War One on European society and economy? 

 
Social Effects Economic Effects 

Positive effects Negative effects 
The rising status of women Financial instability during the inter-wars 

period 
Negative effects Many countries were heavily in debt to the 

US 
Heavy casualties Inflation 
Employment problems  
Hunger  
Systematic violence  
 
 

5. How far was the Versailles Settlement influenced by President Wilson’s Fourteen 
Points? 

 The terms of the Treaty of Versailles were heavily influenced by Wilson’s 14 
Points, but the idealism of the 14 Points was never fulfilled. 

 Idealism of the 14 Points—“the peace should contain ‘no annexation, no 
contributions, no punitive damages”.  

 Assess the relations of the 14 Points and the terms of the Versailles 
Settlement. (Refer to Lecture notes, p.5)  

 Conclusion: 
- Wilson’s 14 Points form the basis of the peace settlement.                                 
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A LEVEL HISTORY  
WORLD WAR ONE AND POST-WAR SETTLEMENT (1914-1925) 

Readings: Refer to the Reference list at the last page of this tutorial notes. 

QUESTIONS: 

1. What were the objectives of the peace-makers at the Paris Peace Conference in 119? To what 

extent were their objectives achieved? 

 Who were the peacemakers? How do historians call them? 

 According to the Wolfson, S.J. Lee and Hobsbawn, what were the objectives of the 

peace-makers? 

 

Historians Views Historical evidence(s) 

R. Wolfson  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stephen J. Lee  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

E. Hobsbawn   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



       World War One and Post-War Settlement 

 2

 Did the Allied leaders get what they want at the Conference? Was Big Three happy with the 

eventual terms of the Treaty? Consider the views of S.J. Lee and R. Wolfson. 

 

Historians Argument(s) Evidence(s) 

S.J. Lee  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

R. Wolfson  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Choose one of the following phrases to finish off this sentence:1  

“The Big Three did not all get the treat they wanted because…” 

i) Clemenceau bullied Wilson and Lloyd George into agreeing to a harsh treaty 

ii) the leaders’ aims were too different—they could not all have got what they wanted and 

someone was bound to be disappointed 

iii) public opinion in their home countries affected the leaders’ decisions. 

 Write a paragraph to explain why you chose that sentence. 

 Write two more paragraphs to explain whether there is evidence to support the other two.  

(You may write on the single-lined paper and staple them with the tutorial notes.)  

 

 What is the aim of Lloyd George at the Paris Peace Conference?  

                                                 
1 Reference: Ben Wlash. GCSE modern European History. London: John Murray, 1996 (2004 reprinted)., p. 86.. 

We want a peace which will be just, but not vindictive. We want a stern peace because the occasion 
demands it, but the severity must be designed, not for vengeance, but for justice. Above all, we 
want to protect the future against a repetition of the horrors of this war.  
 

Lloyd George speaking to the House of Commons, before the Peace Conference. 
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2. How fair is the assessment that “The Treaty of Versailles created more problems than it solved?” 

 

 Views Evidence(s) 

S.J. Lee  

 

 

 

 

 

 

R. Wolfson  

 

 

 

 

 

Myself  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 How did the Germans view the Treaty? How about the British? The French? The Americans? 

Participants 

of WWI 

Views Evidence(s) 

Germany 

 

 

 

  

France 

 

 

 

  

The US 

 

 

 

  

Britain 
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 After considering the views of the participants of WWI and historians, what is your own view? 

 Thesis:                                                                                       

                                                                                            

 Introduction:                                                                                  

                                                                                                

                                                                                              

                                                                                             

 Argument#1:                                                                                

                                                                                                

Evidence #1:                                                                                  

                                                                                              

 Argument#2:                                                                                

                                                                                                

Evidence #2:                                                                                  

                                                                                              

 Argument#3:                                                                                

                                                                                                

Evidence #3:                                                                                  

                                                                                              

 Conclusion:                                                                                  

                                                                                                

                                                                                              

                                                                                             

The Allies could have done anything with the German people had they made the slightest move toward reconciliation. 

People were prepared to make reparations for the wrong done by their leaders… Over and over I hear the same refrain, 

“We shall hate our conquerors with a hatred that will only cease when the day of our revenge comes.” 

Princess Bleucher, writing in 1920. She was an Englishwoman married to a member of the German royal family.  
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3. “The Peace Treaties of 1919-20 were more successful at punishing the guilty than securing future 

peace.” How far do you agree with this judgment? 

 Keywords: “Punishing the guilty” and “securing future peace”  

 Consider the following quotation: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Why do you think Nicolson make such statement in 1919? What is the message?  

                                                                                                

                                                                                         

 What were the historians’ arguments that the Peace Treaties successful at punishing the 

guilty? 

                                                                                                

                                                                                              

                                                                                             

 What were the historians’ arguments that the Peace Treaties successful at securing future 

peace?  

                                                                                                

                                                                                              

                                                                                             

 What is your own view? 

Thesis:                                                                                            

                                                                                              

                                                                                          

 Conclusion:                                                                                        

                                                                                              

                                                                                             

                                                                                        

The historian, with every justification, will come to the conclusion that we were very stupid 
men… We arrived determined that a Peace of justice and wisdom should be negotiated; we 
left the conference conscious that the treaties imposed upon our enemies were neither just 
nor wise.  

Harold Nicolson, British diplomat, 1919. He was one of the  

leading British officials at the Conference. 
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4. What were the effects of World War One on European society and economy? 

Aspects Views Evidence(s) 

Social S.J. Lee: 

 

A. Farmer: 

 

Wolfson: 

E. Hobsbawm: 

 

Economic S.J. Lee:  

 

A. Farmer:  

 

Wolfson:  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Political S.J. Lee:  

 

A. Farmer:  
 

Wolfson:  

 

 

 

Conclusion:                                                                                                                                            
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5. How far was the Versailles Settlement influenced by President Wilson’s Fourteen Points? 

 Supplementary Readings: (1) Years of Change, p. 141-143 (2) K. Perry, Modern European History, p. 127-128.  

 Assess the relations between 14 Points and the terms of Versailles Settlement. 

 Which of the following Points had influenced on the terms of the Versailles Settlement? 

 

Wilson’ 14 Points Did the terms of 

Versailles Settlement 

contain this idea? 

Explanation with historical facts 

1.  No secret treaties.  

 

 

 

2. Freedom of navigation on the seas.  

 

 

 

3. Removal of economic barriers 

between nations. 

 

 

 

 

4. Reduction in armaments, “to the 

lowest points consistent with 

domestic safety”.  

  

5. Colonial problems to be settled 

with reference to the interests of 

colonial peoples. 

  

6. Evacuation of all Russian 

territory. 
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Wilson’ 14 Points Did the terms of the 

Versailles Settlement 

contain this idea? 

Explanation with historical facts 

7. Evacuation of Belgium.  

 

 

 

8. Evacuation of French territory 

and the return of Alsace-Lorraine 

to France. 

  

9. Frontier between Austria and 

Italy to be adjusted. 

 

 

 

 

 

10. Self-determination for the 

peoples of eastern Europe (they 

should rule themselves) 

  

11. Serbia to have access to the sea.  

 

 

12. Self-determination for the people 

in the Turkish Empire. 

  

13. Creation of an independent Poland: 

the new Poland to have secure 

access to the sea. 

  

14. League of Nations to be set up: 

Establishment of a “general 

association of nations.”  
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 Consider the idealism of 14 Points. Had the idealism of 14 Points been achieved? 

                                                                                                                                                   

                                                                                                                                            

 Conclusion:                                                                                                                                         

                                                                                                                                         

                                                                                                                                                   

                                                                                                                                         

 

Reference:  
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Laver, John. and Wolfson, Robert. Years of Change: European History 1890- 1990. (3rd ed.) London: Hodder & Stoughton, 2001., p. 141-153, 279-283.  

Lee, Stephen J. Aspects of European History 1789-1980. New York: Routledge, 1993 (2004 reprinted)., p. 184-190.  

Perry, K., Modern European Hisotyr. Britain: Made Simple Books, 1970 (1993 reprinted)., p.127-128. 
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Suggested answers 

A LEVEL HISTORY  
WORLD WAR ONE AND POST-WAR SETTLEMENT (1914-1925) 

Readings: Refer to the Reference list at the last page of this tutorial notes.  

QUESTIONS: 

1. What were the objectives of the peace-makers at the Paris Peace Conference in 119? To what 

extent were their objectives achieved? 

 Who were the peacemakers? How do historians call them? 

 According to the Wolfson, S.J. Lee and Hobsbawn, what were the objectives of the 

peace-makers? 

Historians Views Historical evidence(s) 

R. Wolfson 1) French aim: sought the return of 
Alsace-Lorraine and the reduction 
of German power by the creation of 
the Rhineland Republic. 
2) British aim: it was mainly 
colonial, and included many of 
Germany’s and Turkey’s colonies.  
3) Italian aim: justify the suffering 
and losses of the Italian people. 
 

1) France decided to keep Germany 
permanently weak.  
 
 
2) Britain did not want to see Germany 
destroyed, an outcome which would harm 
British trade and create a dangerous power 
vacuum in central Europe. 

Stephen J. Lee 1) Clemenceau: military security for 
France 
 
2) Lloyd George: economic 
reconstruction 
 
3) Wilson: proposed his 14 Points 
 

1) According to H. Vogt, “Clemenceau 
influences the whole proceedings because he 
knew only one goal: security for France!” 
2) Under heavy pressure from public opinion at 
home to make Germany pay all the damage 
caused during the war. 
3) His bargaining position was weakened by US 
isolationist policy.  
 

E. Hobsbawn  1) The new map of Europe to be 
redrawn and re-divided.  
2) There was the need to control 
Germany. 
3) The victor countries had to 
consider their domestic politics.  
4) The Allied leaders wanted to 
avoid another war like WWI.  

1) The collapse of Habsburg and Russian 
empires, and ethnic groups in Eastern Europe. 
2) Germany had almost defeated the entire 
Allied coalition during WWI.  
3) The Big Three needed to pacify their people. 
In the case of the US, the Congress refused to 
ratify a peace settlement largely written by its 
President. 
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 Did the Allied leaders get what they want at the Conference? Was Big Three happy with the 

eventual terms of the Treaty? Consider the views of S.J. Lee and R. Wolfson. 

Historians Argument(s) Evidence(s) 

S.J. Lee 1) “The Settlement lacked wisdom in 

its aim to destroy Germany’s very 

means of subsistence.”  

 

2) “The French scheme failed: once the 

West reconstructed the economy, 

Germany could be allowed to regain 

her economic and industrial status 

without the danger of future 

aggression.” 

1) According to J.M. Keynes, a British economist who 

also was the British delegate at the Conference, remained 

convinced that “The Treaty, by overstepping the limits of 

the possible, has in practice settled nothing.” 

2) Clemenceau’s proposals were rejected by the United 

States, with the result that France had to depend for her 

economic recovery totally on German reparations.”  

R. Wolfson 1) The treaties signed had left a number 

of unresolved problems, chiefly the 

boundaries of Eastern Europe.  

2) Both France and Eastern European 

nations felt the treaty settlements had 

left them vulnerable and sought ways 

of making themselves safer.  

3) The Allied leaders had to face 

serious economic problems. 

1) e.g. Poland and Czechoslovakia in 1919-1920; 

Austrian and Hungary in 1919-1921; Poland and 

Germany in 1919-1922 (Years of Change, p.282) 

 

2) The construction of the alliance system by which 

France’s security was linked to that of the Eastern 

Europe. “The Little Entente” was signed. 

3) Hyperinflation, poor harvest, etc.  

 

 Choose one of the following phrases to finish off this sentence:1  

“The Big Three did not all get the treat they wanted because…” 

i) Clemenceau bullied Wilson and Lloyd George into agreeing to a harsh treaty 

ii) the leaders’ aims were too different—they could not all have got what they wanted and 

someone was bound to be disappointed 

iii) public opinion in their home countries affected the leaders’ decisions. 

 Write a paragraph to explain why you chose that sentence. 

 Write two more paragraphs to explain whether there is evidence to support the other two.  

(You may write on the single-lined paper and staple them with the tutorial notes.)  

                                                 
1 Reference: Ben Walsh, GCSE modern European History. London: John Murray, 1996 (2004 reprinted)., p.86. 

We want a peace which will be just, but not vindictive. We want a stern peace because the occasion 
demands it, but the severity must be designed, not for vengeance, but for justice. Above all, we 
want to protect the future against a repetition of the horrors of this war.  
 

Lloyd George speaking to the House of Commons, before the Peace Conference. 
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 What is the aim of Lloyd George at the Paris Peace Conference?  

 

2. How fair is the assessment that “The Treaty of Versailles created more problems than it solved?” 

 Views Evidence(s) 

S.J. Lee 1st view: (tradition view)—not fair. 

2nd view: (contemporary view)—the treatment of 

Germany was not unduly harsh 

 

1st view: Harold Nicolson and Norman H. 

Davies 

2nd view: F.Fischer 

R. Wolfson 1) The treaties signed had left a number of 

unresolved problems, chiefly the boundaries of 

Eastern Europe.  

2) Both France and Eastern European nations 

felt the treaty settlements had left them 

vulnerable and sought ways of making 

themselves safer.  

3) The Allied leaders had to face serious 

economic problems. 

1) e.g. Poland and Czechoslovakia in 

1919-1920; Austrian and Hungary in 

1919-1921; Poland and Germany in 1919-1922 

(Years of Change, p.282) 

2) The construction of the alliance system by 

which France’s security was linked to that of 

the Eastern Europe. “The Little Entente” was 

signed. 

3) Hyperinflation, poor harvest, etc.  

Myself Student’s view  

 

 

 

 

 How did the Germans view the Treaty? How about the British? The French? The Americans? 

Participants 

of WWI 

Views Evidence(s) 

Germany 

 

 

 

Germany accused that the Versailles Settlement was 

a Diktat: a dictated peace, and it had maintained a 

constant attack on the Versailles Diktat.  

Germany and its allies were barred from 

the Paris Peace Conference.  

France 

 

 

 

The French wanted to ensure that France could never 

again be threatened by Germany.  

The signing of Little Entente with Eastern 

European countries.  

The US 

 

 

 

The Americans did not wish to interfere with the 

European Affairs, and adopted the “isolationist” 

policy.  

The United States refused to ratify the 

Treaty of Versailles.  

Britain 

 

 

The British demanded to punish Germany severely. The British press, which demanded the 

Kaiser be hanged and that Germany be 

“squeezed till the pips squeak”.  
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 After considering the views of the participants of WWI and historians, what is your own view? 

 Thesis:                                                                                       

                                                                                            

 Introduction:                                                                                  

                                                                                                

                                                                                              

                                                                                             

 Argument#1:                                                                                

                                                                                                

Evidence #1:                                                                                  

                                                                                              

 Argument#2:                                                                                

                                                                                                

Evidence #2:                                                                                  

                                                                                              

 Argument#3:                                                                                

                                                                                                

Evidence #3:                                                                                  

                                                                                              

 Conclusion:                                                                                  

                                                                                                

                                                                                              

The Allies could have done anything with the German people had they made the slightest move toward reconciliation. 

People were prepared to make reparations for the wrong done by their leaders… Over and over I hear the same refrain, 

“We shall hate our conquerors with a hatred that will only cease when the day of our revenge comes.” 

Princess Bleucher, writing in 1920. She was an Englishwoman married to a member of the German royal family.  
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3. “The Peace Treaties of 1919-20 were more successful at punishing the guilty than securing future 

peace.” How far do you agree with this judgment? 

 Keywords: “Punishing the guilty” and “securing future peace”  

 Consider the following quotation: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Why do you think Nicolson make such statement in 1919? What is the message?  

The delegates at the Paris Peace Conference realized that the Settlement could not settle the problems, and 

these unresolved problems would emerge after WWI.                                                        

 According to the historians’ view, did the Peace Treaties successful at punishing the guilty? 

- Stephen J. Lee, “The Settlement failed to destroy Germany’s very means of subsistence.”                          

-Alan Farmer, “too severe to be acceptable to most Germans, and too lenient to constrain Germany.”                  

 According to the historians’ view, did the Peace Treaties successful at securing future 

peace?  

- Stephen J. Lee, “The Settlement failed…because the alliance which formulated it fell apart with the 

withdrawal of the United States and Britain, and the isolation of France.”                                        

-Robert Wolfson, “ After America’s rejection of the guarantee to protect French security in 1919, France 

sought alternative mans of protection…. The result was the construction of the alliance system by which 

France’s security was link to that of Eastern Europe by signing the Little Entente.”                                 

 What is your own view? 

Thesis:                                                                                            

                                                                                              

                                                                                          

 Conclusion:                                                                                        

                                                                                              

                                                                                            

The historian, with every justification, will come to the conclusion that we were very stupid 
men… We arrived determined that a Peace of justice and wisdom should be negotiated; we 
left the conference conscious that the treaties imposed upon our enemies were neither just 
nor wise.  

Harold Nicolson, British diplomat, 1919. He was one of the  

leading British officials at the Conference. 
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4. What were the effects of World War One on European society and economy? 

Aspects Views Evidence(s) 

Social S.J. Lee: The rise of Nazism in Germany was one of the legacies of the Settlement. 

 

A. Farmer: (1) Million of men were left physically or psychologically disabled. There were 

also huge numbers of widows and orphans. (2) Rising status of women.  

 

Wolfson: Unemployment.  

Eric Hobsbawm: The use of new technology in war.  

 

Economic S.J. Lee: Inflation.  

 

A. Farmer: (1) Inflation. (2) The war had been incredibly expensive. Most countries had 

borrowed to pay for it. (3) Economic growth was retarded.  

 

Wolfson:  

 

 

 

A. Farmer: (1) Most governments had printed paper money. (2) 

Many countries were in debt to Britain. Britain, in turn, was in 

debt to the US. Germany owed reparations to Britain and France 

but received loans from the US. The financial situation was thus 

chaotic.  

Political S.J. Lee: Not mentioned.  

 

A. Farmer: (1) After 1919 Europe was divided into states which wished to uphold the peace 

settlement and those which were determined to revise it.  

Wolfson: (1) By 1919 there was a power vacuum in central and eastern Europe. 

 

 

 

Conclusion:                                                                                                                                            
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5. How far was the Versailles Settlement influenced by President Wilson’s Fourteen Points? 

 Supplementary Readings: (1) Years of Change, p. 141-143 (2) K. Perry, Modern European History, p. 127-128.  

 Assess the relations between 14 Points and the terms of Versailles Settlement. 

 Which of the following Points had influenced on the terms of the Versailles Settlement? 

 

Wilson’ 14 Points Did the terms of 

Versailles Settlement 

contain this idea? 

Explanation with historical facts 

1.  No secret treaties. No. 

 

 

France formed the Little Entente with other five Eastern European states in the inter-wars period.  

2. Freedom of navigation on the seas. Yes.  

 

 

Countries such as Serbia and Poland had been guaranteed to have free access to the sea.  

3. Removal of economic barriers 

between nations. 

Not mentioned.  

 

 

The European counties set up protective tariff to protect their home industry after the Great 

Depression, 1929.  

4. Reduction in armaments, “to the 

lowest points consistent with 

domestic safety”.  

Yes. The size and power of the German army was limited to 100 000 men; conscription was 

banned—soldiers had to be volunteers; Germany was not allowed armoured vehicles, submarines or 

aircraft; the German navy could built only six battleships.  

5. Colonial problems to be settled 

with reference to the interests of 

colonial peoples. 

Yes Germany’s overseas empire was taken away. Former German colonies became mandates controlled by 

the League of Nations. German colonies became mandates and controlled by League of Nations, 

which effectively meant that France and Britain controlled them.  

6. Evacuation of all Russian 

territory. 

Yes.  

 

 

The German troops left Russian territory.  



                 World War One and Post-War Settlemen 

 8 

Wilson’ 14 Points Did the terms of the 

Versailles Settlement 

contain this idea? 

Explanation with historical facts 

7. Evacuation of Belgium. Yes 

 

 

The German army left Belgium after the War.  

8. Evacuation of French territory 

and the return of Alsace-Lorraine 

to France. 

Yes Alsace-Lorraine was returned to France. 

9. Frontier between Austria and 

Italy to be adjusted. 

Yes 

 

 

Treaty of St Germain was signed in 1919 to deal with Austria. This treaty separated Austria from 

Hungary and confirmed that Austria was no longer a leading power. Austria also lost Galicia to Poland 

and land to Italy.  

10. Self-determination for the 

peoples of eastern Europe (they 

should rule themselves) 

Yes The creation of Yugoslavia and Czechoslovakia was ratified by the Settlement. A number of Eastern 

European states were created, e.g. Estonia, Latvia, Austria and Hungary.  

11. Serbia to have access to the sea. Yes 

 

 

The Settlement gave Serbia, Montenegro and Rumania the freedom.  

12. Self-determination for the people 

in the Turkish Empire. 

Yes 

 

Peoples under the Turkish rule outside Turkey proper gained independence.  

13. Creation of an independent Poland: 

the new Poland to have secure 

access to the sea. 

Yes Poland gained its independence. 

14. League of Nations to be set up: 

Establishment of a “general 

association of nations.”  

Yes A general association of nations, the League of Nations had been set up to guarantee international 

order.  
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 Consider the idealism of 14 Points. Had the idealism of 14 Points been achieved? 

-Idealism of 14 Points—“the peace should contain ‘no annexation, no contributions, no punitive damages.’”                                                             

-Despite the idealism, the post-war reconstruction of Europe adopted only few Points.                                                                               

 

 Conclusion:                                                                                                                                         
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