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Faculty of Education, The Chinese University of Hong Kong Program for the Gifted & Talented

Spring Program for the Gifted and Talented 2011 (Activity Summary and Snapshots)

1. Course Application

Spring Program for the Gifted and Talented 2011 was organized by the Program for the Gifted and
Talented (PGT) from April 26 to June 4, 2011. The program was specially designed for Primary 3
to Secondary 7 gifted students, with the aim of enhancing students’ knowledge and talents in
different domains. A total of more than 600 applications were received this year. After the
selection process, about 400 students were admitted into the program and 40 of them were
awarded with one of our scholarships: Madam LO TSE Yin Man Scholarship, Scholarship from
Parents’ Donation or Scholarship from PGT.

2. Activity Snapshots

Among the 27 courses conducted in the Spring Program for the Gifted and Talented 2011, 16
courses were opened for primary students and 11 for secondary students. Courses covered the
areas of creativity, languages, mathematics, oral skills training, arts, biological and medical
sciences, natural sciences, social sciences (economics and psychology) and personal development.
Under the supervision of the instructors, students learned through lectures, games, discussions,
experiments and field trips, and consolidated their knowledge and skills by collaboration with
classmates. They also got to know fellow students and widened their social network in the process.
The following are photos of class activities:

Primary Section

Students of Writing Fun in an English World Students in the Creative Thinking Training Course

were asked to design recipes, prepare the polished their problem-solving skills and learned
ingredients, and demonstrate how to make the to corporate with one another through a group
dish through a mini cooking competition so as to activity called the Zoo in which they had to
sharpen their English writing skills and build up communicate with each other using non-verbal
their confidence in presenting in front of the methods.

class.



Students in [Introduction to Mathematical
Puzzles 2011 playing the Matches Game. With
the guidance of the instructor, students learned
to find their own ways to effectively solve the
puzzles.

The instructor of A Colourful World — Painting and
Craft Studio provided ideas and stimulation for the
students to make a picture of a tree using a collage
of stamped leaves. Through painting and reflection,
they learned to appreciate and treasure the nature.

A student in Creative Digital Art Classroom —
Life in the Deep applied what he learned to draw
a picture of jellyfish. He presents it with a
satisfactory smile as shown in the picture.

The instructor of Comprehensive Oral Skills
Training (Advanced) giving feedback on the
spot to a student, praising his performance and
helping him polish his presentation skills.

Students at the Creative Thinking via Drama act as
their imaginary role, trying to protect the oak tree of
their village. Through role-playing, students learned
to use language appropriate to their role as they

presented their arguments.
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In the course Be a Gifted Leader, students
strengthened their skills on critical thinking,
self-management, communication and leadership
through  project-based learning and  oral
presentation. Photo on the right depicts their
finished products of their projects.



Comprehensive Oral Skills Training equipped
students with both theoretical knowledge and
practical training. A student speaks in front of
the class while receiving immediate feedback from
the instructor.

Two Students in Painting an English World with
Words demonstrate the recipe of a dish that they
have prepared for the class. The instructor added
on the students’ presentation so as to expand their
lexicon and improve their English vocabularies.

A student in Creative Digital Art Classroom — 3D
Digital Models for Beginners creates a 3D image of
a model as he learns to present his artistic ideas in a
three-dimensional medium.

The instructor of Dear Cells! introduced students
to the biology of cells and germs. Students shown
are presenting the growth of mold they collected on
pieces of bread, in an experiment that shows how
the germs are affected by different environments.

Students in Mathematical Puzzles 2011 learned
problem solving strategies through different
puzzles and games. Students shown are playing a
game called Lizard Checkers that utilize the
students’ reverse thinking skills and help them to
pinpoint the keys to problem-solving.

In Mathematical

World Beyond Imagination,
students were encouraged to solve challenging
mathematics problems through different activities
like games, competitions. A student challenges a
difficult problem that the instructor presented
during class.



In the course Scientific Study of Genetics
Through Fruit-flies, students had the opportunity
to carry out experiments on fruit-flies with a
simple procedure of DNA extraction.

Secondary Section

In the course Get to Know Yourself, the instructor led
students to engage in different activities that helped
them explore their strengths and qualities in
different aspects. Students shown are exploring the
strengths of their physical self through a game in
class.

Instructor of Funny Laboratory of Earth Science
I arranged experiments and field trips to give
students first-hand understanding about the Earth
Science. Students shown are carrying out a
stimulation of a volcanic eruption to gain a better
understanding on the theories behind volcanic
formation.

The instructor of Logic and Problem-solving
Skills presented different logical, deduction and
analyzing skills, to give students a solid
foundation on rational analysis. Students were
also introduced to higher level logic concepts
such as the game theory to broaden their
horizons.

Students in Creative Digital Art Classroom — Web
Gallery Design for Beginners learned practical skills
on how to create a personal web gallery. After
learning the basic skills, students tried to create their
personal webpage. Instructor shown is giving
immediate feedback to the student to help improve
her skills.
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Through lectures, field trips and experiments,
students in Aspects of Chinese Medicine learned
about different types of Chinese herbal medicine,
including the identification and the usage of various
common Chinese herbs.



The instructor of Workshop on Public Speaking
Skills employed an interactive teaching method.
Through the preparation, presentation, evaluation
and reflection on their own oral presentations,
students’ skills and confidence in public speaking
were improved.

Students in The Psychology of Thinking: An
Introduction were introduced to the process of
cognitive thinking and decision making in human
beings. Students were encouraged to review their
thinking process and develop the most effective
ways of decision making.

In Back-of-envelope Calculation and Probability
Modeling, students learned about the probability
models and applied what they learned to solve the
problem of cutting a large cube of fish cake into 3
equal triangular cones.

Dr. Chung, the instructor of The Wonderful Marine
Organisms emphasized the message of nature
conservation, teaching students through lectures,
experiments and outings on marine life and
organisms.

Apart from learning economic theories, students of
Economics Zone were also led to apply these
theories into daily life and explain common societal
phenomena in new perspectives.

Students

Cells and Biotechnology
perform experiments related to life science at the
University’s laboratory. They were introduced to
topics including genetics and DNA, cancer cells,
and various biomedical procedures.

in Genes,



In Introduction to Cognitive Science — A Thematic
Study Group, after the instructor had introduced basic
concepts, students presented the key points and their
opinions to the class according to their reference
book on Cognitive Science. These students showed
strong interest in psychology and were keen on
participating in discussions.

3. Feedback and Overall Comments from Student Participants

In order to know more about students’ understanding and comments towards the courses, they
were asked to fill out a course evaluation form at the end of each course. The evaluation form
included items assessing students’ overall satisfaction to the course they attended on a scale of 1
(very dissatisfied) to 5 (very satisfied). All classes in the Spring Program were rated with an
overall satisfaction of 4 or above, with 10 classes receiving an overall satisfactory rating of 4.5 or
above, these classes included: Creative Digital Art Classroom - Life in the Deep, Comprehensive
Oral Skills Training - Advanced Course, Comprehensive Oral Skills Training, Creative Digital Art
Classroom - 3D Digital Models for Beginners, Dear Cells!, Funny Laboratory of Earth Science I,
Logics and Problem-solving Skills, Workshop on Public Speaking Skills, Wonderful Marine
Organisms, and Economics Zone.

The followings are some of the comments from our students:

“Writing Fun in an English World”




“Introduction to Mathematical Puzzles 2011”
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“Comprehensive Oral Skills Training — Advanced Course”

“Comprehensive Oral Skills Training”
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mﬁve Digital Art Classroom — 3D Digital Models for Beginners”
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“Painting an English World with Words”

Please state what you like or mmpressed you the hest

“Dear Cells ! ” __




“Mathematical Puzzles 2011
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“Funny Laboratory of Earth Science 1”

“Creative Digital Art Classroom — Web Gallery
Design for Beginners”
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“The Wonderful Marine Organisms”
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“The Psychology of Thinking: An Introduction
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“Back-of-envelope Calcula
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“Genes, Cells and Biotechnology”
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Parent Activities

To help parents better understand their gifted children and develop effective parenting and
communication skills, the Program for the Gifted and Talented organized 9 sessions of parent
seminars and workshops, namely Gifted Education and Related Resources in Hong Kong (3
sessions), Getting to Know Children — the Cognitive and Affective Characteristics and Needs of
Gifted Students, " wi% 4 ¥ — wZH (L 2Lt few) T Re TR L BB TR
FoEE T RE  RETEE 2 T EERBENR S AL -8 Y # i and Raising a Gifted
Child: Capturing “Parentable” Moments during the course of the Spring Program. Prof. David
Yun DAI from United States shared his valuable experiences in the parent seminar under the last
mentioned topic. In the parent seminar, Prof. DAI pointed out the key to nurture gifted children
was to capture “Parentable” moments. Building children’s strengths and resilience was an
important goal of parenting. Parents should support their children to cope with the setbacks and
failures faced in order to promote their growth.

For further information about the Spring Program for the Gifted and Talented 2011,
please call us at 2603-7444 / 2603-7463 / 2603-7485.
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