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Cross-straits Educational Conference
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he Cross-straits (Mainland — Taiwan ~ Macau —

Hong Kong) Educational Conference, ‘Enhancing
Teaching and Learning: Teacher Development,
Partnership and Professional Learning Community’,
co~organized by the Centre for University and School
Partnership (CUSP), the CUHK Faculty of Education,
and the Educational Manpower Bureau, was held at
the Esther Lee Building of the University on 25 and
26 May 2007.

The conference was organized by Prof. John Lee
Chi-kin by the Centre for University and School
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Co-enrolment in Deaf Education Programme

he Jockey Club Sign Bilingualism and Co-

enrolment in Deaf Education Programme,
organized by the Centre for Sign Linguistics and Deaf
Studies of the Department of Linguistics and Modern
Languages, was officially launched on 5 June at the
Hong Kong Jockey Club Happy Valley Clubhouse.
Mr. Winfried Engelbrecht-Bresges (left 1), CEO of
the Jockey Club, Prof. Lawrence Lau {right 1), Vice-
Chancellor of CUHK, Mrs. Yu Law Siu Man of the
Education and Manpower Bureau (right 2), and Dr.
Catherine Lam (left 2), Child Assessment Service,
Department of Health, officiated at the ceremony.

The Centre for Sign Linguistics and Deaf Studies of
the Department of Linguistics and Modern Languages
received a major donation of HK$ 65 million from
The Hong Kong Jockey Club Charities Trust to
establish the Jockey Club Sign Bilingualism and Co-
enrolment in Deaf Education Programme, which is
aimed at exploring and establishing an alternative
model of deaf education, with a view to ultimately
providing deaf students with equal opportunities in
mainstream education. Commencing in August 2006
and lasting seven years, the innovative experimental
programmme involves pre-school and primary
education, implemented through collaborative
teaching of hearing and deaf teachers and by co-
enroling deaf and hearing students in class in which
both sign and spoken language are used. Researchers
from the Centre for Sign linguistics and Deaf studies
in Linguistics and Modern Languages Department
will conduct a longitudinal study on sign language
development, oral language development, literacy
development of both hearing and deaf students as
well as class process research. E

Partnership, Faculty of Education and the
Education Manpower Bureau, Hong Kong
Special Administrative Region.

Prof. John Lee Chi-kin, dean of the Faculty of
Education, and director of CUSP was the chair
of the conference committee. Mr. Raymond
Wong Hung-chiu, J.P., Permanent Secretary for
Education and Manpower, and Prof. Kenneth
Young, Pro-Vice-Chancellor of CUHK, officiated
at the opening ceremony. Prof. Pei Dina, Prof.
Ou Yung-sheng, Prof. Shan Wen-jing, and Prof.
John Lee Chi-kin presented in the keynote
sessions:

The aim of the conference was to establish a
context for professional dialogue and provide a
platform for theoretical and practical discussion
on the issues of quality education, partnership
and professional learning community. Over 600

participants were in attendance. E
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