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Abstract

Parental guilt induction, or the process by which parents
make youth feel bad about their behavior, has traditionally
been conceptualized as a maladaptive and psychologically
controlling parenting practice. However, the moral
development literature views empathy-related guilt as a
necessary aspect of conscience development and its
induction as potentially adaptive part of socialization. My
research has shown that guilt induction varies in its
adaptiveness depending on the topics over which it is
enacted, the way in which parents communicate their
feelings, and the adjustment of the child being parented.
This talk will discuss these findings as well as future
directions in research on parental guilt induction.
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