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It has been a great experience to be part of the Peer Mentoring Program. Coming into the
program knowing that the participants were gifted and talented, | knew that they would
be brighter, quicker and more responsive than other children, and I have truly seen a
full portrayal of these traits through this program. Participants were very responsive,
reflective and actively engaged into our activities and I have seen great improvement in
every one of the participants over the past four weeks of the program.

Visiting the home for mentally handicapped pupils was a big challenge for me. | had
no previous experience working with mentally handicapped people and so | was fairly
nervous myself. During the visit, | was amazed by the effort and courage participants
had to step out of their comfort zone, and to interact with the handicapped pupils.
When they initially arrived at the home, they appeared to be frightened by the mentally
handicapped, but as the day progressed, they were more active to approach the pupils. |
was mesmerized to see the change in attitude and their ability to fight their discomforts.
I believe that this was a valuable, memorable and educational event for the participants,
as they have developed consideration, reflective, communication, leadership skills and
many more.

Personally, this program has given me much insight in the potential of children whom
are gifted and talented. | have learnt a lot from my peers as to taking a leadership role,
working with children, and just to be a role model in general. | had a blast during this
program and have learnt a lot that | will treasure for life.

Lastly, thank you very much for giving me such a good experience; | am both proud
and grateful to have spent the last month with every one of you. | hope you will have
an amazing year ahead of you.
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ZT{E (Andrew)

The peer mentoring programme this year is finally drawing to a close. In short, it has
been a unique learning process not just for the gifted students but for us peer mentors
as well.

Faith (my fellow peer mentor) and I were in charge of the programme’s first workshop,
which was about enhancing the communication skills and attitude of our students. We
tried our best to design mass games that would be both educational, in the context of
our workshop, and, perhaps more importantly, appealing. Neither of us was particularly
confident about the quality of our work, but the workshop did turn out to be quite
successful in the end. The mass games ran smoothly and everyone enjoyed an exciting
and fun afternoon. The positive feedbacks from our students as well as other mentors
were indeed a wonderful reward!

As peer mentors and former PGT students, we were all delighted to have contributed to
the development of gifted students in various areas during the course of this programme.
Indeed, we have witnessed some remarkable improvements made by our talented
youngsters. Those who were shy at the beginning soon became actively involved, and
even took up leadership roles towards the end. Some students managed to improve their
communication skills and subsequently their relationship with fellow group-mates. A
number of students who struggled to co-operate with their group-mates and mentors
soon managed to contribute to their respective groups. These changes can of course be
attributed to the patience and perseverance of my fellow peer mentors, but ultimately
that were the students who made the self-improvements. As one of their *“big brothers”,
I was really proud of their achievements and all the efforts they have made.

Finally, 1 would like to express my heartfelt gratitude towards Ms. Fong and other
PGT staff for giving me such a wonderful opportunity to participate in this meaningful
programme. | would also like to thank Faith, Tony and all other Big Brothers and Sisters
whom | have been working so closely with. Last but not least, | would like to thank
my beloved Group 4 boys and girls for their outstanding performances throughout the
programme. | am sure they will continue to amaze and fascinate everyone!
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