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Summer Program for the Gifted and Talented 2011 (Activity Summary and Snapshots)

1. Course Application

Summer Program for the Gifted and Talented 2011 was organized by the Program for the Gifted
and Talented (PGT) from July 16 to August 30, 2011. The program was specially designed for
Primary 3 to Secondary 7 gifted students, with the aim of enhancing students’ knowledge and
talents in different domains. A total of around 1016 applications were received this year. After the
selection process, about 674 students were admitted into the program and 69 of them were
awarded with one of our scholarships: Madam LO TSE Yin Man Scholarship, Scholarship from
Parents’ Donation or Scholarship from PGT.

2. Activity Snapshots

Among 51 classes from the 47 courses conducted in the Summer Program for the Gifted and
Talented 2011, 29 classes were opened for primary students and 22 for secondary students.
Courses covered the areas of creativity, languages, mathematics, oral skills training, arts,
biological and medical sciences, natural sciences, social sciences (economics, philosophy and
psychology), liberal studies, leadership training and personal development. Under the supervision
of the instructors, students learned through lectures, discussions, experiments and field trips, and
consolidated their knowledge by interacting with their classmates. They also got to know fellow
students and built up their social network in the process. The following are photos of class
activities:

Primary School Section

In Introduction to Mathematical Puzzles 2011, students participated in different activities like
hexaflexagons folding, mathematical curves, and the match game. Through these fun activities students
developed their problem-solving skills, creativity and sense of aesthetics.
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In Story Appreciation and Creative Writing,
students read different stories and competed in
games and activities that helped them create
their stories and polish their story-writing skills.
Every student in class created their own
storybooks making use of what they learned in
class.

In The Wisdom of Daily Life Sciences, students
participated in an experiment of lowering the
melting point of ice temporarily with salt in
order to insert a string into the ice cube, so it
could be lifted by the string. Through the
experiment, students understand the application
of the theories that salt could lower the melting
point of a substance. They also learned that this
could be applied in the transportation of huge
ice blocks.

In Creative Thinking Training Course, students
made use of creative thinking strategies they
learned in class to collaborate on a badge design
that would represent their groups. They also
created individually, making use of circles of the
same sizes to create distinctive pieces of artwork.

In Creativity Training via Drama, the instructor
guided students to use body language in telling
stories. Through the activities, students enhanced
their creativity and body coordination.



Students in Colorful World — Painting and Craft
Studio, reflected upon who they are in the activity
Who Am I? They then expressed themselves
through artworks. Students as shown were
appreciating each other’s work and giving
feedback to one another.
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In Comprehensive Oral Skills Training -
Advanced Course, the instructor encouraged
students in a time of corporative thinking to list
out the qualities that the term “Oral Skills” entail.
Students were able to understand the theories
behind the practical skills that were taught.

Sciences — Advanced
experimented with laundry
detergent, hand wash, dish detergent, shampoo,
Glycerin, sugar, mineral water and distilled water,
to create a formula that would make big and
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In Wisdom of Daily Life
Course, students

long-lasting  bubbles. Students above are
competing with each other using their own
formulas.
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In Comprehensive Oral Skills Training, students
had ample opportunities to present in front of an
audience in class. The instructor in the picture
gave feedback to the student and demonstrated
how to enhance his prose speaking skills with the
use of gestures.

In Dot, Line and Plane—From Visual Elements to
Creative Inspiration, students learned how to draw
the features, body proportion and form of human
beings. They then created narrative artworks that
allowed them to design different styles for different
characters.
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Students in Learning Fun in Daily Life looked at the
daily life happenings through the lenses of Truth,
Goodness and Beauty, and to evaluate the values of
life. Students in the pictures above wrote slogans

about the truths in life and presented them
artistically along with related pictures.



In Be a Gifted Leader, students worked on group projects that utilized and trained their critical thinking,
investigation, communication and co-operation skills. Through activities like lining up and building
newspaper towers, students learned to communicate with each other. Through taking turns to be the leader

Be Free and Expressive — Putonguhua Drama Summer Training Camp. This class was carried out in the
format of a training camp for the first time this year. Students not only acquired knowledge and skills about
Putonghua Drama but also had the opportunity to live with fellow students in a group setting. In the third
picture, students had a blast building a fort out of sheets provided at the campsite.
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Using the software provided, students in Creative In Creative Digital Art Classroom — Digital
Digital Art Classroom — 3D Digital Models for  Imaging and Web Album Design for Beginners, the
Beginners designed their dream houses as a 3D  instructor shared his experiences in editing and
model. It was a very exciting and satisfying process  modifying digital images with the students.

for the students.



In Get to Know Yourself, students collaborated to
create a piece of artwork that represented
themselves using simple materials like newspaper,
scissors and glue, putting their creativity and
artistic skills to use.

In Mathematical Puzzles 2011, the instructor
introduced students to a variety of mathematical
games so that they would understand different
problem-solving methods. Student as shown is
solving a puzzle using symmetry and replacement
methods.
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With the help of the teaching assistant in Scientific
Study of Genetics Through Fruit Flies, students
blended onions with dish washing detergent, filtered
the juice and then added in baking soda and alcohol
to extract the DNA of onions.
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The “Art” of Mathematics combined mathematics
with artistic elements, and allowed students to apply
their mathematical knowledge to their artworks using
proportions and geometry.

In Going into the World of Science, students carried out experients of different themes in their respecﬁve
groups. In the pictures above, the instructor was explaining the theory of Center of Gravity and the
procedures in the experiment. Students paid close attention as they listen to the instructions.



In Mathematics and Problem-solving in Daily
Life, students learned how to use Eulers Formula
to prove the relationship between the number of
vertices, faces and edges in a Polyhedron.
Students were very interested in this topic as it
was their first time learning about the calculation
of Polyhedrons for many of them.

In New wonders of Chinese Learning, students
learned to appreciate and analyze the articles and
poetry of renowned Chinese writers. Through this
exercise, they learned to write descriptively, with
strong expression of emotions and rich imagery.

In English Dramatic Studio — Explore, Create
and Act, students explored their five senses and
learned how gestures, tone of voice, directing,
stage effects and sound effects make striking
differences in a drama. Students performed in the
drama they created at the end of the course.

In Mathematical World Beyond Imagination,
students were all enthusiastic about learning
mathematics and loved to face challenges. They
were eager to answer the tough questions posed
by the instructor.

Through story reading and in-class activities in
Learning and Acting in  English, students
collaborated and wrote their own script of a drama
making use of inspiration from their daily life in
school and at home.



Secondary School Section

In Mathematics Enrichment Course, apart from
learning the theories in lecture, the students were also
introduced to different mathematic games websites,
so that they could continue learning math in a fun
way during their leisure time.

In Logic and Problem-solving Skills, students
learned the idea of divisiveness through different
merchandise the instructor bought from the
supermarket, thus applying theories to every day
life.

The students in The World of Logical Thi’nking —

Introduction to Contract Bridge learned to
strategize, make decisions and prepare contingency
plans through the games, which helped improve
their logical thinking and communication skills.

Liberal Studies — An Introduction to Philosophy,
Religion and Scientific Culture touched on a wide
variety of topics. Students visited the Pavilion of
Harmony, a famous landmark in the Chinese
University that celebrates the idea of harmony
between human and the nature.

The students, instructor and teaching assistant of
Creative Digital Art Classroom — Digital Graphic
Design and e-Publishing for Beginners bonded
through having lunch together throughout the

course.

In Better English Speaking and Writing through
Digital Storytelling, students used resources online
such as pictures, clips and sound effect, to create
digital stories that move the hearts of the audience.
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The students in Introduction to Psychology gained
knowledge in different topics of Psychology. With
these new perspectives in mind, they could analyze

every day phenomena in individuals and the

community through new eyes.
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In the course Your Unique DNA, students had the
opportunity to use the laboratory and equipment in
the University to extract their DNA from their cheek

cells. At the end of the course they were able to look
at their own unique DNA.

The instructor of Looking into Abnormal
Psychology lectured on different types of mental
disorders and their causes. Students shown in the
picture were discussing the symptoms of Autism
through observations in their daily lives.
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The students in Workshop on Public Speaking Skills
all have an interest in public speaking. Through this
course, they were able to practice their skills as well
as exchanging opinion from one another during

breaks.
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trip in Funny Laboratory of Earth
Science 11, students visited Shek O to learn about the
formation of landscapes and structures of rocks.

In the field

In Looking into The World of Logical Thinking —
Advanced Contract Bridge, students further
developed their skills in playing Contract Bridge.
The instructor also challenges students by joining
in some of their games.
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Carried out in relaxed format, students in

Introduction to Advanced Mathematics — Algebra,
Geometry and Calculus were able to truly enjoy
learning these topics without the pressure of being
in a regular school setting.

-3
Through group discussions in The Philosophy Gym,
students were able to exercise different logical
thinking methods. This would help develop
students’ way of thinking no matter what majors
thesq students eqd up choosing.

the invaluable opportunity to learn from the rich
experience of the instructor. Apart from experience
sharing, the students also discussed the qualities and
skills the society requires of a leader.

The instructor of The Psychology of Thinking: An
Introduction carried out a series of psychological
experiments with students during class. Through

looking at the process, results and analysis, the
instructor highlighted the essence of some practical
theories in Cognitive Psychology.

In Selected topics in Mathematics — The World of
Probability and infinity, students learned to
calculate questions involving complex probability,
and realized that gambling is not worth a try
because of the low winning })rrobability.
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Through stories and daily life examples, the
instructor of Economics Zone explained various
theories in Economics. Students reflected on how
these theories may help solve present social
problems in the world.



Through the games they played in class, students in
Games and Mathematics — Introduction to Game
Theory investigated in the predicted and actual
behavior of individuals, and found out how they can
optimize their plans. Students shown were carefully
going over their optimization strategy.

In Training Workshop and Practicum for Gifted
Peer Mentors, students learned to design, plan and
carry out events through different problem-solving
activities. They also build strong friendships with

In Critical Thinking and Debating Skill, students
were first introduced to different critical thinking
and debating theories in lectures. After that, they
applied what they learned to real-time debating
practices. It was an enjoyable process for all of the
students.

[

In Genes, Cells and Biotechnology, students looked
intently as the instructor demonstrated techniques
used in Biotechnology at the university’s
laboratory. Students also had the opportunity to

carry out DNA extraction in the well-equipped
laboratory.

the rest of the group throughout the process.

Feedback and Overall Comments from Student Participants

In order to know more about students’ understanding and comments towards the courses, they
were asked to fill out a course evaluation form at the end of each course. The evaluation form
included items assessing students’ overall satisfaction to the course they attended on a scale of 1
(very dissatisfied) to 5 (very satisfied). All classes in the Summer Program were rated highly by
students, with 49 of the classes rated with an overall satisfaction of 4 or above, and 14 classes
receiving an overall satisfactory rating of 4.5 or above, these classes included: Introduction to
Mathematical Puzzles 2011 — Class C, Comprehensive Oral Skills Training, Comprehensive Oral
Skills Training — Advanced Course, Learning Fun in Daily Life, Be a Gifted Leader — Class A, Be
Free and Expressive — Putonghua Drama Summer Training Camp, Scientific Study of Genetics
Through Fruit-flies, Going into the World of Science — Class B, Mathematics Enrichment Course,
Better Speaking and Writing through Digital Storytelling, Funny Laboratory of Earth Science 11,
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Looking into Abnormal Psychology, Selected Topics in Mathematics — the World of Probability
and Infinity and Games and Mathematics — Introduction to Game Theory.

The followings are some of the comments from the students:
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4. Science Talk

PGT had the honor of inviting Dr. K. M. Pang from the Department of Physics, Chinese
University of Hong Kong, to hold a seminar for our gifted secondary school students on
September 3, 2011 (Saturday). The theme of the seminar was QOur Precious Universe. Students
were introduced to the Standard Model in Cosmology and the relationship between scientific
theory and empirical observation. 129 students participated in this event.

5. Parent Activities & /& #

Throughout the course of Summer Program 2011, 7 sessions of parent seminars and workshops
were held, including Gifted Education and Related Resources in Hong Kong (3 sessions),
Getting to Know Children — the Cognitive and Affective Characteristics and Needs of Gifted
Students, "HFEE  AERLFE? ), TRBFTRESIXBEFEL and T A (R
% % ) . These seminars aimed at informing parents about the up-to-date development and
resources of gifted education in Hong Kong, helping parents understand the characteristics of
their gifted children, how they can cultivate their children’s talents and effectively communicate
with them so that the parents could understand the growth of their children.

6. Parent-child Activity .3 /= %

Aside from Parent Activities, the PGT also invited Ms. Elaine Xavier, a professional designer of
various brands, websites and desktop systems, to hold a workshop for both parents and students
on Enhancing Gifted Student’s Creativity and Learning Ability through Digital Arts. Through
lecturing, experience sharing and demonstrations, students and their parents learned about the
development and applications of digital arts. The workshop was held on August 20, 2011
(Saturday) and 37 gifted students and their parents participated in the event.

For further information, please call us at 2603-7444 / 2603-7463 / 2603-7485.
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