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Winter Program for the Gifted and Talented 2010 (Activity Summary and Snapshots)

1. Course Application

Winter Program for the Gifted and Talented 2010 was organized by the Program for the Gifted and
Talented (PGT) from December 22, 2010 to February 19, 2011. The program was specially
designed for Primary 3 to Secondary 7 gifted students, with the aim of enhancing students’
knowledge and talents in different domains. A total of more than 800 applications were received.
After the selection process, about 500 students were admitted into the program and 51 of them
were awarded with one of our scholarships: Madam LO TSE Yin Man Scholarship, Scholarship
from Parents’ Donation or Scholarship from PGT.

2. Activity Snapshots

Among the 36 courses conducted in the Winter Program for the Gifted and Talented 2010, 20
courses were opened for primary students and 16 for secondary students. Courses covered the
areas of creativity, languages, mathematics, oral skills training, arts, biological and medical
sciences, natural sciences, social sciences (economics, philosophy and psychology) and personal
development. Under the supervision of the instructors, students learned through lectures, games,
discussions, experiments and field trips, and consolidated their knowledge and skills by
collaboration with classmates. They also got to know fellow students and widened their social
network in the process. The following are photos of class activities:

Primary Section

Students in the Creative Thinking Training Stu&ents in Introduction to Mathematical Puzzles
Course showcase the paper bridge they built that 2010 learned the problem solving skills of Key
could withstand the weight a bottle of water. Points Grasping and Adverse Problem Solving from

Apart from applying the creative thinking skills the game of Solitaire and other related activities.
learned in class, they also brought their team
spirit into full play.



Students in Wisdom of Daily Life Sciences apply
the method of paper chromatography in an
experiment. Through putting drawing paper in
alcohol, the ink of the color pens were separated
and shown on the drawing paper.
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Students at the Creative Thinking Training Course
acts out a scene in a traffic accident, role-playing as

victims, paramedics, observers and reporters.

Students in 4 Colourful World — Painting and
Craft Studio collaborate on a collective painting
depicting a community of an ideal living
environment.

A student presents an owl animation she drew
utilizing the skills learned in the Creative Digital
Art Classroom — Digital Cartoon for Beginners.

Comprehensive Oral Skills Training equips
students with both theories and practical training.
A student speaks in front of the class while
receiving immediate feedback from the
instructor.

The instructor of Be Free and Expressive —
Putonghua Drama Training Workshop leads a group
of students in drama production. Different
performing skills were taught in order to stimulate
creativity throughout the course.
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Students in Thinking for the New Millennium
conducted a research project on a waterfront park
after learning about research method and data
collection. After a site visit and group discussions,
a model of their own waterfront park was created.
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The instructor of The Wisdom of Daily Life
Sciences — Advanced Course explains the theories
behind the starch and iodine test for the quantity of
vitamin C containing in different juices. Students
pay close attention to the teacher as they learn about
the experiment procedures.

The instructor of Learning Fun in Daily Life used
topics in everyday life to encourage students to get
new ideas from the world. Students in the picture
are trying to formulate new ideas from the photos
given to them.

In the course Be a gifted Leader, students not only
learned the cultural development of Hong Kong,
but also strengthened their skills on critical
thinking, self-management, communication and
leadership skills through project-based learning.

A student in Creative Digital Art Classroom —
Digital Imaging and Web Album for Beginners
creates a personal web gallery. After learning how
to use different software programs, a student edits
his personal webpage.

Students create their self-portrait a mixed-method of
drawing and collage in the course A Beautiful World
—  Visual Arts Training Course. They were
encouraged to draw in innovative ways and be
creative in expressing themselves.
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Students carry out experiments on fruit-flies with
the simple method of extracting DNA in the course

Scientific Study of Genetics Through Fruit-flies.
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In English Dramatic Studio — Explore, Create and
Act, students express themselves making use of
vocal intonations, facial expressions and body
language, in order to explore different kinds of
dramatic expression.

Prof. Ha, instructor of Getting to Know Latin, has
fun with students while teaching basic Latin and
telling stories about the history and culture in the
West.

In Mathematical World Beyond Imagination,
students are encouraged to confront challenging
mathematics problems through different activities
like games, competitions. Students are eager to
participate in class activities

The
with elements in Art, helped students develop their
logical mind and an appreciation for beauty. A
student and the instructor pose in front of the
student’s 3D architectural model.

Art” of Mathematics combined mathematics
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Students of Mathematical Puzzles 2010 learned
problem solving strategies including flexible
strategy, thinking from different points of view,
induction and diverse thinking from playing
different kinds of mathematics games.



Secondary Section

The instructor of Mathematics Enrichment Program
raises the curiosity of students by throwing interesting
mathematics questions at them. These interactions
stimulated students to be active in their thinking.

Introduction to Contract Bridge play the game to put
their logical thinking, organization and analytical
skills in practical use. Students had to make
elaborate considerations before taking the next step.

Students of The World of Logical Thinking —

The instructor of A Glance at the Physical World
presents Physics theories with interesting daily life
examples, making these complex theories easy to
grasp for young students.

Students of Creative Digital Art Classroom —
Digital Graphic Design and Desktop Publishing for
Beginners learned basic principles of graphic design
and had hands-on experience in class. Feedbacks
were given by instructor after each task.

In the Workshop on Oral Presentation Skills, students
participated in different activities such as public
speaking, debating, poem reciting, story-telling,
joke-telling, and even show-hosting.  Students could
learn all these presentation skills through lecture and
practices.

Students of An Exploratory Study of Chinese
Medicine visit the Herbal Garden in the Chinese
University of Hong Kong to learn about common
medical and poisonous plants in Hong Kong. A
student tries out how to refine Chinese medicine
during class in the picture on the right.



The instructor of Funny Laboratory of Earth Science
I carries out a stimulation of a volcanic eruption to
give students a better understanding to the theories
behind.

Students of Insight from Nature get to touch and
investigate the characteristics of a frog when they
follow the instructor to the greenhouse at the
Department of Biology.

Students
Probability Modeling apply the calculation and
modeling methods they learned in group activities.
Instructors gave hints and further explanations when

of Back-of-envelope Calculation and

ncecessary.

5\

Y - i-“m\ PR o,

Students of Funny Laboratory of Earth Science Il
pay close attention as the instructor explains the
characteristics of landforms and rocks found during
their field trip to Cape D’Aguilar Marine Reserve,
Shek O.

Students of Personal Growth and Talent
Development evaluate their communication ability
through a group activity. Through giving and
receiving  commands,  students’  skills  of
communication were polished.
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Apart from introducing economic theories to
students, instructor of Economics Zone also applied
the theories into daily life and explained common
societal phenomena in new perspectives.
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Students in Genes, Cells and Biotechnology perform
experiments related to life science at the University’s
laboratory facilities. They pay close attention as the
instructor explains the procedures.

students were introduced to theories and
contributions of renowned economists, so as to
enhance the students’ knowledge in Economy.

In Introduction to Cognitive Science — A Thematic
Study Group, students had to present the key points
and their opinions to their classmates after reading
a chapter of the reference book. These students
have strong interest in psychology and were keen
on participating in discussions.
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Feedback and Overall Comments from Student Participants

In order to know more about students’ understanding and comments towards the courses, they
were asked to fill out a course evaluation form at the end of each course. The evaluation form
included items assessing students’ overall satisfaction to the course they attended on a scale of 1
(very dissatisfied) to 5 (very satisfied). Among the 36 classes in the Winter Program, 33 classes
were rated with an overall satisfaction of 4 or above, and 17 classes even had an overall
satisfactory rating of 4.5 or above, these classes included: Creative Thinking Training Course,
Wisdom of Daily Life Sciences, Creativity Training via Drama, Comprehensive Oral Skills
Training, Be free and Expressive — Putonghua Drama Training Workshop, Thinking for the New
Millennium, Wisdom of Daily Life Sciences— Advanced Course, Be a Gifted Leader, Creative

Digital Art Classroom — Digital Imaging and Web Album for Beginners, A Beautiful World —

Visual Arts Training Course, English Dramatic Studio — Explore, Create and Act, The ‘Art’ of
Mathematics, Funny Laboratory of Earth Science I, Mathematics Enrichment Program, The World
of Logical Thinking — Introduction to Contract Bridge, Workshop on Oral Presentation Skills and
Genes, Cells and Biotechnology.

The followings are some of the comments from our students:

‘Creative Thinking Training Course”
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“Introduction to Mathematical Puzzles 2010”
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“Wisdom of the Daily Life Science”
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“Creative Thinking Training Course” \
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“A Colourful World —
Painting and Craft Studio”
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Digital Cartoon for Beginners”
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/ “Creative Digital Art Classroom —

Digital Imaging and Web Album Design for Beginners”
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“The Wisdom of Daily Life Sciences — %-ﬁ: fo }{:;b( éa éh & @%

Advanced Course”
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“Learning Fun in Daily Life”
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“Thinking for the New Millennium”
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“Scientific Study of Genetics Through Frui?-ﬂies” \
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“Getting to Know Latin”
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“Mathematical World Beyond Imagination”

”The ‘Art’ of Mathematics”
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“Liberal Studies — An Introduction to
Philosophy, Religion and Scientific Culture”

“The World of Logical Thinking —
Introduction to Contract Bridge”
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“Creative Digital Art Classroom —
Digital Graphic Design and Desktop
Publishing for Beginners”
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“Workshop on Oral Presentation Skills”
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“Economics Zone”
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“Personal Growth and Talent Development”
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“Back-of-envelope Calculation

and Probability Modelling”
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“Genes, Cells and Biotechnology”
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“Introduction to Cognitive Science — A Thematic Study Group”
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“New Ideas from Great Economists”
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Parent Activity

To help parents better understand their gifted children and develop effective parenting and
communication skills, the Program for the Gifted and Talented organized 9 sessions of parent
seminars and workshops, namely Gifted Education and Related Resources in Hong Kong (2
sessions), Getting to Know Children — the Cognitive and Affective Characteristics and Needs of
Gifted Students (2 sessions), iz L & — iz | (2sessions) ~" M+ Fuw T E | R

ANEFE ) T REAB(RAE )J'frl—f‘?‘? Bt T i+ L E s during the course of the Winter
Program.

For enquiry, please call us at 2603-7444 / 2603-7463 / 2603-7485.
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