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When Register Grammar Meets Literature:
How to Use Chinese Literature in International Chinese Education
Lening Liu

This paper applies Register Grammar to analyze stylistic differences between prominent
modern Chinese writers.

Register Grammar is based on the idea that language use varies systematically according to
social and situational contexts (Halliday & Matthiessen, 2014; Feng, 2012). It provides
analytical tools for examining grammatical patterns characteristic of different registers,
including literary genres. This approach has been widely employed in stylistic analysis to
investigate how authors manipulate linguistic choices to achieve specific effects, focusing
on aspects such as lexical density, syntactic complexity, and textual cohesion.

Our findings reveal stark stylistic differences between Chinese writers such as WangZsugai
and Yu Hua, While Wang demonstrates a refined, highly crafted style that seamlessly
integrates folk vocabulary and classical Chinese elements. His writing is more descriptive
and grounded in the past tense, creating a stable, authoritative narrative voice. In contrast,
Yu Hua adopts a more experimental approach. His language closely resembles the formal
speech of contemporary Chinese (Feng, 2024; Liu, 2024), characterized by SVO sentence
structures, complex noun phrases, disyllabic verbs and their direct objects and adverbials,
frequent passive and disposal constructions.

Rather than analyzing literary works solely through abstract aesthetic or sociocultural
perspectives, a register grammar-based stylistic approach anchors literary appreciation in
concrete linguistic evidence. This method provides language educators with practical tools
for analyzing literary texts and offers learners of Chinese as a second language clear
guidance for understanding and even imitating masterful works of literature.

PRAk 5N 1 JLE SRRSO H IR AT
AR Y

HO8FEREALLK » JEREARHI NSRRI RINER B GRS B T NMEGS o AEkR - #rek
%~ HRRARFRRLGH X HB R R T ATATARARIPEK o AV @y st B IR m & ¥4 A2
N KBRWEAR - FREAF R o e 7RSI (2023—20244F) JLEMHFC
WHEBN > AR EE EREE (20200) DURITHAGEA (32N) Vgl EdE > FREM AL~ R
BIRE ~ LU FORMH] B 5 IMEE R FeSF T I RIIR I o WRFEEEN > WS ZUm MRS SR
R HESBERAMIAE | FRGINFARMEG - IRTHEAREIRAEY) ; THBAA TR s
HEHRIRE -



Gy It hFrssk
@ The Chinese University of Hong Kong , v

; Department of - . 7 i R\ P i s
@© e @2 ZRENN S msracion 2] ARBTHTA o Bl S i L

AR F el AP ERER A rh S A BB IIR R
M ik

BEEREZICES » 2O EURZAERRAUAFARLE > Kb SXEAHINEES (additional
language) WYZFFELEE EEIH B RFRIEMENE o ARWE 0 RWERT @ 56— 00 PRa) &1 B a8 S Bkl
NERE ARG AE > B 8o AR ERIFEGE R AR T XHAE "B EEGHE" AR
B WAREREGTXHAE GEXHFE) s s "FHEET IER N ANRAR Y
AR AR HERT BhscEE (BEEEER) BT ARRRRAERE S SO
AR o A BFUR MY F2E LRUATAE 0 B A TR G o BILER > FEH e AHERE
RUFEEE R A\ L o BEE R ERE T SCEA AL S AL AR T DURD S N ORI R o i g - IR e g2
AR SCRE N Bl B SRR o

AN LR RE AL P SR AR A B2 EAE ) © P ~ T RRILPRAK
BIg%

A & o THERE A TR (e 2SO N B 2 ERE IR BN TRt il = 5 E
B E2 8 KR ERBAER B - B AR EARSRAERATHRAT SO ~ BERIIR B 128 50
bt — (8 2 e e h 2 AE P SCR AR AR BN TR REMN R BN » 48 & B 2B B AR R
B ER AT 2 AR — R SO E TR RS (AR - AR - BRI E R -
P12 T RE A SORHE F B 2 B R MR BRI AR XN T RE T LB 55 R RE B T S A DRB o

NTREREMCHZIBRE NI R © e ~ PRARIAR I R
PRk

NTEREBE S A3 R MESR » R ESIRER » ZIEBRESIR DA T~ UERIR RGN 2
BMEMIE R EE o AR N TR BEAEZTBREN KR BIN AT > IREERIER ~ WAL N 58350
#>] » ChatGPTHREBIIMKLFN B o 70t N TR REEIE S AR ~ B S HRELUR S B R RGSE SE 5
HIMH] o EAERNNEOR ~ BB ~ SUEPER - IRHBRIRTTSR - REARKIET) > N2 BEAE LR > ittt
MHFGZ eIk o

KA NTEEE ZiBE) WESHHE



