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Cultural representation in Chinese-as-a-second-language (CSL) textbooks in China:
A comprehensive content analysis
Hetian Zhang K# X

This study investigated the cultural representation in Chinese-as-a-second-language (CSL)
textbooks (i.e., Developing Chinese textbook series), emphasizing to integrate the concept of
the Chinese-character cultural sphere (CCS) into CSL pedagogical studies and to propose a
geography-based cultural classification for CSL. This study covered the analysis of both the
content and form of cultural representation. The content of cultural representation was
conducted by combining different cultural categorizations such as Moran's framework (i.e.,
cultural products, practices, perspectives, persons, and communities). The form of cultural
representation was primarily divided into explicit and implicit types, which were assigned
with varying weights to achieve more equitable and reliable results. Regarding the content of
cultural representation, results revealed a noticeable imbalance in the representation of
various countries and cultural categories; Chinese culture was prominent (vs. international
culture); and cultural products was represented most, followed by practices, perspectives,
persons, and communities. For Chinese culture, urban (vs. rural) culture and modern (vs.
traditional) culture were represented more, and the distribution of (administrative) region
culture was imbalanced. Regarding the form of cultural representation, explicit and implicit
forms were roughly equal and fulfilled distinct functions in language pedagogy. These findings
underscore the need for a more diverse range of cultural representations to better support
learners' intercultural understanding. The insights from this study might serve as valuable
reference points for researchers, textbook compilers, and educators in the field of foreign
language education.

Keywords: Cultural representation content analysis
Chinese-as-a-second-language (CSL) Chinese language textbooks
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Teaching Intercultural Communication through Chinese Language Martial Arts Cinema
Jinhua Li 25f4&

Martial arts cinema (or wuxia pian K f£ F5) is the most “China-centric” (Teo, 2009, p6)
cinematic genre in the sense that it is deeply rooted in history, classical literature,
traditional theatre, cultural traditions, and Chinese philosophical systems. Despite a
relatively short history, martial arts cinema has created a collective cultural imagination of
the Chinese nation-state through its portrayal of justice, loyalty, patriotism, and a jianghu
where the laws of retribution triumph. The popularity of martial arts cinema, however, has
witnessed a steady decline both in its production and in box office revenue since the
beginning of the new millennium, as Chinese language cinema negotiates the dynamics
among transnational cultural politics, national consciousness, and the discourses of gender
and identity. The understanding of Chinese language martial art cinema, therefore,
provides unique opportunities for students to re-examine the stereotypes of martial arts
cinema and contextualize its embedded national politics and historicizing discourses within
a shifting mediascape of transnational consumption of national cultures.

The presentation presents a course that is intentionally designed as a bilingual course
where students from different language and cultural backgrounds can further develop
written and oral communication skills in their target language. In this class, students
examine representative martial arts films from different subgenres, historical periods,
geopolitical regions, and by auteur directors within the greater perimeters of Cultural China
in the past half of a century. Classes are taught in both English and Chinese. International
students will develop Chinese language skills by watching martial arts films in Chinese,
reading articles published in Chinese academic journals, understanding martial arts films
as expressions of Chineseness, and participating in classroom discussions in Chinese.
Chinese students will develop English language skills by reading academic articles by
Western scholars, critiquing martial arts films as a global popular entertainment product in
English, and participating in classroom discussions in English. Both groups of students will
develop intercultural oral and written communication skills by sharing their
understandings of Chinese martial arts cinema as seen through the lens of politics, history,
nationalism, gender, and identity. This class aims to foster a sustainable learning
community that continues to develop inter-cultural communication skills and critical
thinking abilities both orally and in writing. This presentation includes a brief overview of
the class structure, learning outcomes, major course assignments, and assessment criteria.
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Enhancing Advanced-Level Chinese Heritage Learners' Language Proficiency
and Intercultural Competency Through Authentic Contexts
Hong Jiang {T4L

To best serve the needs of the Advanced-Level Chinese heritage learners, we use authentic
materials around a unit theme on the current socio-economic development in China. In addition
to the thematic units, students complete a weeks-long project based on the Project-Based
Language Learning principles. A project provides an autonomous learning opportunity for them
to thoroughly explore a driving question related to the units. As they work through the process,
students apply the unit vocabulary, language structures, and content knowledge to conduct
research, participate in discussions, and give oral reports. They also interview native speakers,
overcome the hurdles in these real-life interactions, and become more confident as a language
speaker with deeper understanding of the target culture.

Such a design promotes the application of newly learned knowledge and skills to solve real-world
problems or challenges. For example, it gives the learners lots of opportunities to practice
speaking and writing by synthesizing the articles and audios/videos for their oral reports.
Moreover, it puts the learners in direct and authentic contact with the target language and
culture. Instead of telling the learners explicitly what a cultural concept or practice is, we have
them investigate firsthand to discover it. The investigation fosters their ability to critique the
materials and findings, requires them to reflect on their experience throughout the whole
process, leading to deeper understanding of not only the target culture but also their own
culture, and ultimately helps them improve target language and intercultural proficiency.

The proposed presentation will demonstrate the design and implementation of a course for the
advanced Chinese heritage learners. Below are some highlights:
e Use of authentic materials and authentic contexts for language and culture learning
e Thematic activities and tasks for enhancing listening, speaking, reading, writing skills and
intercultural proficiency
e Project-Based Learning as an instruction approach
¢ Interweaving the unit themes with the Project-Based Learning research
e Assessments: Formative Assessments and Summative Assessments
o Assessment/Evaluation Transparency
o Types of formative assessments that support student learning
e Learning Outcomes
o Samples
e Issues and solutions

Presenter will share some common issues and invite the audience to join the discussion before
going over the solutions. Participants will walk away with practical language instruction
strategies and principles as well as assessment methods that can be adapted for use in their own
classrooms.
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Navigating Identity: Code-Switching in the film 7he Farewell as a Lens for
Understanding Chinese Language and Culture
Tingting Wang T4

Understanding code-switching and its cultural implications is vital in Chinese language
education. In The Farewell, code-switching plays a significant role in illustrating cultural
identity and the complexities of communication among characters. The film centers on Billj,
a Chinese-American woman, who navigates her dual identity as she travels to China for a
family gathering under the guise of a wedding. The Farewell is a rich resource for teaching
Chinese language and culture. It not only highlights the intricacies of bilingual
communication but also opens avenues for discussions about identity, cultural values, and
emotional expression. By engaging with these themes, instructors can design activities to
develop students a more nuanced understanding of both language and the cultural contexts
in which the language is used. This proposal aims to equip educators with the ideas to create
engaging, culturally rich learning environments for Chinese language and culture learning.
By design discussion and drill activities based the code-switching scenes in the movie to
broaden student understanding not only about the Chinese language but also about Chinese
culture.
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The Effect of Activity Theory-based ChatGPT-Integrated Chinese Language Teaching and
Learning in Creating Cultural Context Script
Emma Rao fE5%

This paper presents a study on the integration of ChatGPT into an extra-curricular Chinese
language programme to explore the effectiveness of using ChatGPT as an advanced tool to assist
learners at advanced levels in constructing cultural context script within the Lens on China
Workshop Series.

From social cultural perspective, based on the activity theoretical framework, this paper
attempts to capture how the Chinese learners and Chinese instructors perceive the role of
ChatGPT in the Chinese teaching and learning process with a focus on its efficacy. Therefore, the
two research questions are raised as follows: 1. Does AT-based ChatGPT-integrated Chinese
teaching and learning have significant effect on the development and display within the cultural
context? 2. How instructors and learners evaluate the effect of AT-based ChatGPT-integrated on
the creation within the cultural context?

The study will involve collecting self-reflections from both learners and instructors to gain
insights into their experiences with using ChatGPT. In addition, in-depth interviews will be
conducted for a more detailed investigation of the effectiveness of ChatGPT in the informal
learning and teaching practices.

The findings of the study will contribute to the understanding of the potential benefits of using
Gen AI technology like ChatGPT in language education and inform the development of effective
language learning and teaching practices.

Keywords: ChatGPT Chinese teaching and learning activity theory cultural context
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Design Ideas, Contents, and Practices of the Course “Chinese Food and Culture”
Xuefei Hao % K

Food is a topic of universal interest, and the cultural elements it contains are rich and
multidimensional. In developing the cultural course “Chinese Food and Culture” |, the author
approaches it from the perspectives of history, sociology, and culture, hoping that learners will
understand the inheritance, development, and categorization of Chinese food in the history and
modern times, the related etiquettes and folklore, as well as the similarities and differences
between China and foreign countries; and more importantly, to help learners to understand the
deeper cultural kernel of the Chinese society such as the values, the logic of behaviors, and the
identity, etc. The course emphasizes a dynamic perspective.

Because the topic of food is related to the change of time, regional differences, and reflects
political and economic exchanges and social integration, the course emphasizes a dynamic
perspective on the relationship between food and culture. In this report, one chapter of the
course will be selected to share the specific design ideas, contents and practices, hoping to
stimulate discussion and provide a little reference for other similar cultural topics.
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Unlocking Advanced Chinese: A Curriculum for Complexity, Fluency,
and Intercultural Competence
Hongyun Sun #\NBiz

Intermediate Chinese learners often face the dual challenge of advancing linguistic proficiency
while developing intercultural competence, particularly in classrooms with diverse student
bodies. To address these challenges, this presentation introduces an innovative, field-tested
curriculum designed to equip learners with the skills and knowledge necessary to confidently
express their thoughts, feelings, and opinions on social and cultural topics, from personal to
global issues. By focusing on key areas of complexity, accuracy, fluency, and felicity, this
curriculum supports both non-heritage and heritage learners in achieving advanced proficiency.

The curriculum is structured around four key pedagogical design principles:

1. Stories: A Meaningful and Fun Way to Learn Chinese in Context

Stories are a powerful tool for engaging students and fostering deeper connections to the
language. By reading, retelling, and discussing stories, students develop narrative and
descriptive skills essential for advancing from intermediate to advanced proficiency, as outlined
by ACTFL standards. This approach not only enhances linguistic abilities but also encourages
social and cultural observations, self-reflection, and critical thinking. Through stories,
interviews, and narrative prose, students experience authentic Chinese in real-life contexts,
supporting their intercultural competence and communication skills.

2. Filling in the Gaps

Intermediate learners often struggle with gaps in vocabulary related to everyday topics, even as
they are expected to discuss broader cultural and social issues. This curriculum addresses this
disparity by integrating themes ranging from personal and daily-life topics to community,
national, and global interests. By balancing familiar and sophisticated topics, students build a
robust foundation of vocabulary and grammar patterns, preparing them for advanced-level
study.

3. Adding Literacy to Oral Proficiency
While oral proficiency is a focus at the novice and intermediate levels, this curriculum
emphasizes the importance of literacy as a complementary skill. Through scaffolded reading
strategies and ample writing exercises, students progress from producing simple sentences to
crafting detailed narratives and descriptions using cohesive devices. This balanced approach
ensures holistic language development.

4. Consideration of Characteristics Unique to Chinese

The curriculum also addresses the unique features of the Chinese language, such as long
sentence comprehension, discourse connectors, and text organization. Additionally, it
introduces students to the formal register, a critical component of advanced proficiency, by
guiding them through the transition from informal to formal speech.
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Relevance:

This presentation is highly relevant to educators seeking innovative methods to enhance
intermediate-level Chinese instruction. By focusing on storytelling, literacy development, and
the unique characteristics of Chinese, the proposed curriculum offers a roadmap for fostering
advanced proficiency and intercultural competence in a diverse classroom setting.

Conclusion:

This curriculum represents a transformative approach to intermediate Chinese language
education, equipping students with the skills to navigate both linguistic and cultural challenges.
Attendees will leave with actionable strategies to implement in their own classrooms, ensuring
their students are prepared for advanced-level study and real-world communication.
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